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beach - before levelling off at 2,000ft
fo the north of the city.

As we skirted the eastern boundary
of Honolulu International, we crossed
over the terminal and Runway
08L/26R before banking almost 180° to
make a perfect landing on the 6,952ft
(2,120m) Runway 04L - the shortest
among the four active runways used
by a mix of commuter and general
aviation types

Depending on traffic, flight times
can be reduced on approach to
Honotulu if shortcuts are approved by
air traffic control, as Sowers described:
“We normally proceed downwind
on the north side of the airport until
reaching Pearl Harbor, before fwe)
wveer foff] to align with 04L or 04R. But
when there is no traffic coming in to
08L, fwe are permitted toj cut through

\.

fwhich] shortens flight times [by] four
to five minutes”

After disembarking from the
Caravan, I arrive in Honotulu's
Terminal 3 (T3} - the facility is
Mokulele’s main operational base in
the island-chain Inaugurated in May
2018 for the camier’s exclusive use, it
is situated approximately half a mile
(0.8km) east of the main terminal
complex The wooden-built, open-air
structure, measures 4,300sq ft (400m3)
on a single floor, providing passengers
with two check-in desks, restrooms
and vending machines, but no shops
or bar.

T3 is connected every five minutes
to the main terminal area by the
WikiWiki shuttle (Wiki transiating as
fast or quick). Following the purchase
of Mokulele by the Southern group,

Soathwest Alrfines entry fnto
the Newution markst has
pased a sk with s cheap
fares and Soeing 7375
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interiine agreements have become
established with American Airfines
and Alaska Airlines. However, unlike
conventional connecting flights where
luggage is moved between aircraft by
baggage handlers, passengers must
refrieve their own luggage after arrival
from the US mainiand.

Size Doesn’t Matter

In recent years, while ownership
of Mokulele Airlines has changed
and an established rival has broken
into its market, it strives to offer
a service found nowhere eise. Its
converdent schedules, small open-
air terminals and all-round Hawailan
hospitality make this a popular option
for tourists and locals

While Molulele cannot match the
low fares or fast and expensive jets, it
makes up for it with the experience of
superb in-flight views. Touse the
words of one of the Molkulele pilots
upon landing: "Dedicated air tours are
the best way to discover the wonders
of Hawaii from the sky, what youcan
see during our regular scheduled
flights is not far from it.*

The author wishes to thank Keith
Sisson for his help with this article.
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